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and lodging places of the town were crowded with
foreigners. Couriers were arriving and departing
at all times of day and night bearing important
dispatches, England was anxious that France and
Spain should not come under one crown, that
Gibraltar should not be taken from her, that Louis
XIV of France should cease to fortify Dunkirk and
that she should have the sole right of selling negro
slaves from the African jungle to the Spanish
colonies in America. Each country fought and
plotted for the best possible terms.

While all this excitement was going on around
him, Emanuel was making friends with the ambas-
sador of Sweden, Johan PalmqviSt, a fine scholar
and great mathematician. Day after day the two
men met in a quiet chamber of the ambassador's
house and worked out problems of algebra together.
Both men thought that this was much more in-
teresting and useful than quarrelling over the sale
of negro slaves and the cutting-up of Europe. How
very unconcerned Emanuel was about the Struggles
of the Statesmen is clear from the letters he wrote
from Holland to Benzelius. They are Still about his
books and instruments and work in astronomy, a
brief mention of his days with PalmqviSt, and
greetings to his sister Anna and his little nephew,,
Eric. There is no word of the great ambassadors
of England and France, nor of the fever of excite-